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SPORTS

There’s a longstanding baseball 
 tradition of players going to extreme 
lengths to avoid being “jinxed.”

There’s the idiosyncratic jumping over 
the foul line when players are running on 
and off the field. One of the most  popular 
– and hilarious – baseball peculiarities is 
when teammates avoid speaking to, or 
even sitting next to, a pitcher in the dug-
out when he’s in the process of throwing 
a no-hitter. And there’s the widespread 
practice of not mentioning how well 
someone’s performing when he’s on a hit-
ting streak.

Go against a baseball superstition, 
many in the sport believe, and it’s prob-
ably a sign of cockiness. And once you get 
too cocky with baseball, well, it humbles 
you with a vengeance.

As a longtime baseball man, SouthLake 
Christian Academy coach Rich Landis 
knows all about the game’s superstitions. 
He even embraces some of them – he 
just doesn’t think they apply to arguably 
Mecklenburg County’s hottest player, 
Eagles junior Nathan Sharp.

Sharp has been on an inspiring tear 
of late. Over the past eight games, he’s 

gone 23-for-32 with 24 RBIs and seven 
home runs. In the first four games of that 
stretch, Sharp was an astounding 14-for-
16 with 17 RBIs and five homers. Until 
this year, the most home runs he’d hit in 
a season was three.

What’s equally as impressive, however, 
is SouthLake’s willingness to eschew 
baseball’s jinx theory and speak boldly of 
Sharp’s hot streak. With Sharp, Landis 
said, there’s virtually no chance of arro-
gance allowing the baseball gods to inter-
rupt his remarkable run.

“No, not at all – not with Nathan,” 

Landis said. “You don’t have to worry 
about a kid like him getting cocky and 
boastful. He grew up in a great family; 
he’s knows what’s important. I think once 
kids understand that, even though they 
fall often, other things like baseball are 
typically easier.

“It’s when we put all of our apples in 
one basket, with a game like baseball, 
that pressure occurs. I think Nathan has 
a good perspective of what life’s about. 
He won’t quit working hard. He won’t 
allow other factors to interfere with what 
he does on the field.”

Respect for the game
On the season, Sharp, a shortstop, is 

batting .554 with 13 home runs and 49 
RBIs, all while striking out just three 
times.

“He’s hitting the ball extremely well,” 
Landis said. “What he’s done, you don’t 
see that much at all, regardless what the 
league is. It’s very difficult to do. He’s hit-
ting the ball hard, too. He’s just spatter-
ing them all over the field.”

Sharp’s been just as strong as a pitcher 
for the Eagles, posting a 5-0 record with 
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Focus
SouthLake Christian player 
excels because he avoids 
pitfalls of baseball, life

by C. Jemal Horton
jemal@huntersvilleherald.com

SouthLake Christian Academy shortstop Nathan Sharp is one of the hottest baseball players in Mecklenburg County, smacking seven home runs in his 
past eight games.
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(see Sharp on page 41)

Boys basketball star Bernard  Sullivan 
said he most likely will not return to 
North Mecklenburg High School for 
his senior season and is leaning toward 
transferring to a private school.

While a return to North Meck isn’t 
completely out of the picture, it isn’t 
exactly high on Sullivan’s wish list, 
either. The highly recruited 6-foot-7 
forward said he’s considering transfer-
ring to Davidson Day, Concord First 
Assembly and Oak Hill Academy (Va.).

On April 15, Davidson Day appeared 
to be the frontrunner.

“If I had to pick a school today,” said 

Sullivan, “it would be Davidson Day.”
If Sullivan joins the Patriots, it could 

tip the balance of power in private-
school basketball. Davidson 
Day was a major surprise 
last season under first-year 
coach Ron Johnson, who 
led Concord Cannon to the 
2006 N.C. Independent 
Schools Athletic Associa-
tion 2A title. 

Davidson Day went 22-6 
last season, finishing second 
to 1A state champion United 
Faith in the Southern Pied-
mont Athletic Association. 
With a stable of quick, athletic guards, 
the Patriots lacked an established post 

player to make a run at conference and 
state championships. 

Because Sullivan’s still a North Meck 
student, Johnson had little 
to say about the prospect of 
Sullivan joining his team.

“Bernard Sullivan is a 
great student, a great ath-
lete who comes from a great 
family,” said Johnson. “But 
right now, I am focused on 
the student-athletes in our 
basketball program.”

Sullivan was a three-time 
all-conference player for 
North Meck coach Duane 

Lewis. This past season, he averaged 18 
points and 10 rebounds per game. While 

Lewis is disappointed about the idea of 
losing Sullivan to another school, he 
took the high road.

“Bernard’s father (Bernard Sullivan 
Sr.) talked to me after the season about 
exploring options at other schools,” said 
Lewis. “I respect him for speaking to us 
first before going out there. We don’t 
want Bernard to leave, but we wish him 
the best no matter where he plays next 
season.

“There are so many educational 
opportunities for kids theses days. Five 
to 10 years ago, they didn’t have all 
these high school athletic programs like 
Davidson Day, Lake Norman Charter or 
SouthLake to choose from.” q

Will Bernard Sullivan leave North Meck hoops?
by Chris Hunt

chris@huntersvilleherald.com

Bernard Sullivan
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a 3.48 ERA.
For the record, Sharp is slightly uncom-

fortable talking about how well he’s been 
playing, but it has little to do with super-
stition; it’s more about playing the game 
with class and dignity. Everyday traits he 
said he picked up from his parents, Mike 
and Teresa.

“My parents are real humble people,” 
Sharp said. “You hardly ever hear them 
say anything really good about them-
selves, and they’ve kind of raised me that 
way. It’s the same thing with my grand-
parents. I don’t like pounding my chest; I 
like to give everyone else credit, because 
if it wasn’t for the team, I wouldn’t be 
doing this well.

“I like to be humble because it sets a 
good example for the younger kids on our 
team. We have a lot of young kids on the 
team. If they see me being humble when 
I’m doing really well, they’ll think, ‘Wow, 
I have no reason to be cocky.’”

But while he isn’t hesitant to talk about 
his hot streak, Sharp is a little supersti-
tious, so he admits going to some amaz-
ing extremes to avoid actually knowing 
his statistics. Even now, he proudly says 
he doesn’t know his exact batting average 
or home run total. 

Last month, though, he accidentally 
came across one of his father’s e-mails 

that detailed his batting average. The 
teenager panicked.

“I was like, ‘Dad! I told you I don’t 
want to see my batting average!’” Sharp 
recalled. “He said, ‘I’m sorry.’

“I just tried to put that number out of 
my head and go back to what I thought 
was working for me.”

Sharp is asked if he remembers what 
his batting average was after seeing the 
e-mail. He grins sheepishly.

“It was .480 at the time,” he said, shrug-
ging his shoulders. “I thought it was pretty 
good, but I felt I could do better. I just 
knew I had to put it behind me. Numbers 
aren’t supposed to be in your head when 
you’re at the plate. I don’t want to think, 
‘I’ve got to get four hits today.’ I just want 
to hit the ball hard. That’s why I always 
tell my dad, ‘Do not show me my batting 
average. That’ll throw me off.’

“I don’t like thinking about aver-
ages or anything. Like I said, I just like 
to think, ‘Get up there and hit the ball 
somewhere,’ and that’s been working for 
me. I’d like to keep that up and not worry 
about whether I’m batting .400 or what-
ever. When the whole season’s over, I’ll 
look at my average. Until then, I don’t 
want to know anything.”

Harsh reality
Not that he needed it, but Sharp 

recently received a painful reminder 
that there’s a lot more to life than gaudy 

statistics. Ironically, it happened just 
hours after one of the best days of his 
baseball life.

April 15 – the day the Eagles traveled 
to Covenant Day School – was Sharp’s 
mother’s birthday. Although he never 
tries to hit home runs, that’s exactly what 
he did that, smashing three dingers, 
including a grand slam, in the SouthLake 
victory.

After the game, the family and some 
friends went to a restaurant to celebrate 
Teresa’s birthday. Just after they finished 
singing to her, Sharp stood and presented 
his mother with the grand-slam ball, 
which he and his teammates had signed.

“It was kind of nice,” he said. “I kind 
of connected with my mom for a little bit 
there. I just said, ‘Happy birthday, Mom. 
I love you. That game was for you.’ She 
got up and gave me a hug. It was spe-
cial.”

The next day, the family received a call 
informing them that Sharp’s grandfather, 
Teresa’s father, had died. 

Sharp was crestfallen. His grandfa-
ther, Grayden Strawser, was one of his 
biggest fans. Although Strawser lived in 
1 ½ hours away in Vale, N.C., he made 
as many of Sharp’s games as he could. 
He was one of Sharp’s heroes, and the 
Eagles’ standout didn’t feel like playing in 
that night’s road game at Calvary. But his 
mother talked him into it.

“My mom said, ‘Grampy would want 

you to be out there playing baseball,’ so 
I went out there and played the game for 
him,” Sharp said.

For one game, Sharp was keenly 
aware of his individual statistics. On 
this occasion, he blurts them out 
 unapologetically.

“I went 3-fort-4 and just played my 
heart out for him,” Sharp said. “It’s been 
really tough losing my grandpa, but it’s 
been nice getting through it with the 
team.

“Grampy always came down to a  couple 
games each year. He always loved it, and 
I loved having him there. It was just fun 
to hang out with him. Baseball’s kind of 
the one thing that gets me away from 
(thinking about his death), but I know 
he’s watching me up in heaven, because 
his heart was right.”

That, he said, is the kind of thing that 
motivates him to keep playing the game 
with humility. The college scouts haven’t 
started beating down his door just yet, 
but he has faith the right opportunity 
will come as long as he stays true to his 
core beliefs: selflessness, tirelessness 
and compassion for those who help him 
along the way.

“This is a game he wants to play in 
 college,” Landis said, “and that might be 
what God sees fit for him – working hard 
and continuing to do what he’s doing.

“And with the kind of young man he is, 
that should get him there.” q

Sharp
(continued from page 37)




